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Clarifying cancer-support needs of cancer patients, their
families, and medical staff in a small, remote island in
order to create a support map

Ayano Mori' Midori Kamizato®

[Purpose]
The aims of this study were to clarify the cancer-support needs of cancer patients, their families, and medical

staff in a small remote island, and to use that data to create a support map.

[Methods)

We conducted semi-structured interviews with 12 cancer patients, 5 families affected by cancer and 21 medical
staff in 2 settings. The first setting was a small, remote island; the second was a core, remote island. Data were
analyzed qualitatively and inductively. Once cancer-support needs had been identified and the views of the

research participants had been engaged with, cancer support maps were created.

[Results)

1. Of 10 categories, the following needs were identified by cancer patients and their families: assistance in
obtaining information about both medical facilities and staff that treat cancer; prevention, treatment, and
information support about cancer, particularly information about cancer staging and end-of-life care; and
linkage to available support groups.

2. Of 8 categories, the following needs were identified by medical staff in the small, remote island, the core,
remote island, and the main island of Okinawa-honto: ability to consult with a specialist, cooperation between
medical facilities, and medical information sharing.

3. From 18 categories, 8 elements were identified as necessary to create a support map. Seven types of support

map were made.

[Conclusion]
Needs of cancer patients and their family in a small island were information support according to the stage of
cancer, and medical staff’s needs were a consultation and cooperation. Seven types of support map were made.

It will be useful for support of cancer patients and the families.

Key words: small remote island, cancer patient and family, needs, support map
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