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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to survey new freshmen at Okinawa Prefectural College of Nursing (OPCN)
about their perceptions toward English and relevant matters so as to improve the college's English education, es-
pecially with regards to better learning motivation.

The 28 item survey was conducted during the first lecture of Speaking Nursing English I to all of the 80
freshmen enrolled in the Department of Nursing in Spring 2004. The results indicated that this year’s newcomers
were generally characterized as follows.

Concerning English itself, they liked it and expressed interest but felt poor at it, especially at active skills--
writing and speaking, compared to receptive skills--reading and listening. At the point of enrollment, their
English proficiency was as high as that of the average student that had taken the National College Admission
Center Exam, Japan’s national aptitude test generally required before college admission, which is comparable to
SAT in the U.S.

Regarding English courses, the newcomers were motivated enough and looking forward to taking them. Their
learning focus was on developing communication abilities, in particular, conversation skills. On the other hand,
the majority of them wanted to earn the English credits easily. Entertainment such as music and movies was an-
other aspect expected of the lectures.

These findings suggest that the majority of OPCN freshmen are motivated as well as prepared for college
English. In the future lectures, active skills will be more emphasized to develop the students' confidence. Also,
they may be more stimulated through effective use of audiovisual materials.
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